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     Community Unit School District 303                        
   

            Donald D. Schlomann, Ph.D. Ŀ Superintendent of Schools Ŀ (331) 228-2000 

Dear Students and Parents/Guardian: 

 

Working together, St. Charles East and North High Schools have established a diversity of course offerings 

that provides strong, core academic preparation combined with extensive elective opportunities.  The  

comprehensive nature of this curriculum enables our students to prepare for a variety of post high school 

experiences including the rigors of a four-year college, university experience, or career placement.  To assist 

you, we have delineated our courses to represent distinctive educational pathways which will in turn guide 

your course selections. 

 

This handbook contains valuable information needed for each student to develop his or her personal four-

year program of study as well as policies, procedures, and timelines regarding schedule adjustments after 

course registration.  Each year students and parents should reflect on the studentôs success and  

experience and make appropriate revisions to that four-year plan.  As you review the information contained 

in this booklet, you will find many familiar courses in the traditional academic areas.  In addition, our  

curriculum offers richness across the total educational program that allows our students to select courses 

from a wide variety of elective areas.  We encourage all students to avail themselves of these elective cours-

es as opportunities to expand their personal interests, explore work and career opportunities, and  

identify potential post-secondary programs of study. 

 

We have structured a timetable for the registration process that will allow you to make well-informed  

decisions for your course of study.  Because these are serious decisions, please use this time wisely to work 

in partnership with the school staff to ensure your success. 

 

We wish you success in your high school experience. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Charlie Kyle, Principal Audra L. Christenson, Principal 

St. Charles East High School St. Charles North High School 
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Course Offering Book and  

Planning Guide 
 

2016-2017 

 

 

This resource provides both general and specific 

information about District 303 course offerings, 

graduation requirements, school policies, and 

high school and college planning.  This infor-

mation will be useful as you select courses for 

your high school career and as you prepare for 

post-secondary education. 

 

What you will find in this resource: 

 

ǐ Pathways for student success in each 

      discipline 
 

ǐ Descriptions of each course 
 

ǐ Graduation requirements 
 

ǐ High school and post-secondary  

      planning information 
 

ǐ Answers to frequently asked ques-

tions regarding course registration 

 

Your counselor is your central contact for the 

course registration process and is available to 

answer your questions, help you find infor-

mation, and provide guidance in your course se-

lections. 
 

 

 

This guide is also available online through  

District 303ôs website, www.d303.org.  

and the high schoolsô websites: 

St. Charles East:   east.d303.org 

St. Charles North:   north.d303.org 
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Graduation Requirements Worksheet 
 

This tool can be used to plan your academic program, record credits earned, and track progress towards  

fulfilling the graduation requirements listed on page 5. 

 

  Each             represents .5 credit (1 semester).    
 

 

 Example - By the end of sophomore year,  a studentôs English credits may look like this. This example also shows that the  

    student is planning to take English 11 in the upcoming year. 

 

Total Must Equal a Minimum of 23 Credits to Meet Graduation Requirements. 

(A student may graduate with as many as 32 total credits.) 
 

                                               

 English = 4 Credits    

Math = 3 Credits  

Science = 2 Credits (Biology and another science course or ICB I & II)   

History = 2 Credits     

1.0 Global Issues or AP Human Geography and 1.0 U.S. History (Or can be met through American Studies) 

U.S. Government = 0.5 Credit (Or can be met through American Agenda) 

Economics = 0.5 Credit (Or can be met through Co-op Work Training I or American Agenda) 

Health = 0.5 Credit 

Physical Education/Driver Education = 3.5 Credits (Must be enrolled in PE, Health, or Driver Education each Semester) 

Electives = 7 Credits  

      English = 4 Credits     

English 9 

1st semester 

.5 earned 

English 9 

2nd semester 

.5 earned 

English 10  

1st semester 

.5 earned 

English 10  

2nd semester 

.5 earned 

Junior year: 

English 11 

1st semester 

Junior year: 

English 11 

2nd semester 
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Each student will develop a four-year plan for the courses to be taken during his/her high school career.  The plan should take into consideration 

graduation requirements and the studentôs post-high school plans.  Individual college and university entrance requirements should be considered 

as well as requirements for entrance into specific careers. Students are expected to make progress toward graduation.  

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADUATION FROM ST. CHARLES HIGH SCHOOLS 

Courses  Credits Information 

English 4.0 In order to meet graduation requirements students must be enrolled in an English course each semester. 

Mathematics 3.0 All students are required to earn three credits in mathematics, one of which must be Algebra I and one of which 
must include geometric content. 

Science 2.0 One credit must be in Biology or ICB II. 

U.S History 1.0 Can also be met through American Studies 

Global Issues 1.0 Can also be met through AP Human Geography 

Government 0.5 Can also be met through American Agenda 

Economics or Consumer Education 0.5 All students are required to fulfill a consumer education requirement.  Students can enroll in a one-semester 
economics course, AP Macroeconomics, AP Microeconomics, American Agenda, or an approved consumer 

education course  

(Co-op Work Training I).  

Health 0.5  

Physical Education and Electives 
(pending Board of Education approval) 

10.5         Students must participate in physical education during each semester they are enrolled in school unless: 

ǐ The student is enrolled in health education (for the first time). 

ǐ The student is enrolled in driver education (for the first time). 

ǐ The student receives an exemption. 

Note:  Those seeking physical education exemptions should refer to School Board Policy 7:260.   

Students may, however, elect to stay in physical education in lieu of an eligible exemption. 

   At least two of the required elective credits must include any of the following subject areas: art, music, drama, 
foreign languages, business education, family and consumer science, or technology education. 

TOTAL CREDITS 23.0  

It is important to emphasize that the graduation requirements represent the minimum program of studies for St. Charles High School students.  Entrance requirements 
to particular colleges and universities may be considerably more stringent.  

RECOMMENDED ADMISSIONS REQUIREMENTS FOR PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES IN ILLINOIS 
          *These requirements mirror most universities in the United States 

English 4.0 Emphasis on written and oral communications and literature. 

Mathematics 4.0 Including geometry, algebra, advanced algebra, trigonometry, or fundamentals of computer programming. 

Science 3.0 Emphasis on laboratory sciences. 

Social Studies 3.0 Emphasis on history and government. 

Electives 2.0 Four semesters in foreign languages, art or music, or other academic courses. 

See your counselor for details on specific course requirements and an explanation as to how electives may be used to fulfill some requirements. You are encouraged 
to contact individual colleges, universities and Career Cruising for most current information. 

DRIVER EDUCATION REQUIREMENT 
 

Students must have earned a passing grade in at least 8 courses from their previous two semesters in order to be eligible for driver education.  

Students are placed in driver education according to their date of birth. 

 

HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL COURSES 
 

Algebra I, Algebra II, or Geometry courses taken in middle school count for high school placement purposes only. No high school credit is awarded 

for these courses. Middle school courses do not qualify for NCAA core credit. Middle school mathematics courses do not count towards the 

three year state graduation requirement. High school transcript credit will be given for high school equivalent foreign language courses if the stu-

dent receives a grade of ñBò or better in the first and second semesters in the subsequent level of foreign language at the high school  The high 

school transcript begins with 9th grade. 
 

SPECIAL EDUCATION 
 

The Special Education Department provides support for students with identified disabilities. Through the evaluation process, the appropriate level 

of service for the student is determined. The appropriate supports and services are outlined in the Individualized Education Program (IEP). Place-

ment in Special Education courses is only made through the recommendation of the IEP team. 
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Each year St. Charles High Schools create a request-based master 

schedule. Student course requests are entered into our system, 

shared with counselors and accommodated to the extent the system 

allows. Students receive a course schedule at Materials Pick-Up. 

Schedules may also be printed from Home Access Center starting 

the day before school starts. 

  
STUDENT SCHEDULES 
 

All students who attend Community Unit School District 303 

high schools must be full-time students.  A full-time student is 

defined as a student who is enrolled in six credit-producing 

courses each semester, one of which must be physical education 

or its equivalent. A full-time schedule as defined in this para-

graph will allow a student to have a lunch and a study period 

and meet District 303 graduation requirements. 

 

Participation in student programs, including Cooperative Educa-

tion, Fox Valley Career Center (FVCC), or course work at Elgin 

Community College, provides blocks of credit and qualify as part 

of a full-time student schedule.  

  
SELECTING COURSES 
 

Each year students participate in a course selection process during 

which they request courses for the next school year. Students select 

courses based on many factors, including but not limited to their 

progression toward meeting graduation requirements, their post-

secondary goals, and interests. Current high school students enter 

their course requests into Home Access Center or Career Cruising, 

depending on grade level, and review their selections with their 

School Counselor. Incoming 9th grade students select courses in 

January. After students receive their Course  Verification Form in 

early February and if the sections and/or seats are available, stu-

dents may amend a selection as described on the Course Verifica-

tion Form until the deadline. After that time, any changes to sched-

ules must be completed within the first 10 days of the semester. 
 

After the deadline, which is in mid-February, the following cir-

cumstances will be considered a valid reason for changing a course 

request: 

ǐ Student lacks a prerequisite for the selected course 

ǐ A different course is needed to meet graduation requirements 

ǐ An error in recording student information is made 

ǐ Student fails a required course 

ǐ An institution of high learning recommends in writing an addi-
tional course 

 

SUBSTITUTING A COURSE 
 

During Material Pick-Up days in August, students may substitute a 

course that has seats available in it for a course in their schedule. 

The course that is being substituted must meet during the same 

period and must maintain the studentôs progress toward graduation. 

Courses dropped during this course substitution period will not 

appear on the transcript.  

  

ADDING A COURSE 
 

Students may add a course to their schedules to replace a dropped 

course or a study hall through the tenth day of the semester provid-

ed there are seats available in the course and it meets during the 

same period.  Students are responsible to acquire and complete all 

work missed prior to adding the course. 

 

DROPPING A COURSE 
 

Students enrolled in more than 6 credit-producing courses may with-

draw from a course without penalty through the fifteenth day of the 

semester. Students, who have failed a prerequisite and must make a 

schedule change, will work with the School Counselor to complete 

the schedule. A course dropped after the fifteenth day of the semes-

ter will be indicated by a óWFô (withdraw/failure) on the transcript 

and the failing grade will be calculated into the studentôs grade point 

average (GPA). The approval of a counselor and a parent/guardian 

is necessary in order to drop a course. 
 

CHANGING LEVELS 
 

We expect students to have made careful and informed choices dur-

ing course selection because they have been involved in and sup-

ported during the process. However, if a student has made every 

effort to seek academic support and the course content still eclipses 

the studentôs ability, a level change may be considered, the student 

and his/her teacher, parent and counselor will confer regarding the 

change. Moving from an AP class may not be considered a level 

change. Changes will not be made to accommodate personal prefer-

ence and/or if seats are not available. Students must remain in class 

until the level change is approved and scheduled by the counselor.  
 

CHANGING TEACHERS 
 

It is not our practice to change a studentôs teacher.  However, 

when one (or more) of the following circumstances exists, we may 

consider a teacher change: 

ǐ The student has taken the same course with the teacher and failed 
the course 

ǐ There is a documented conflict between the student and the 
teacher on file with the administration 

ǐ There is a documented conflict between the studentôs sibling and 
the teacher on file with the administration 

 

INDEPENDENT SERVICE  

Independent service is an opportunity for students to participate in 

various support positions within the school community.  The type of 

service may include lab assistants, office aides, media and computer 

classroom aides, and similar support positions. The maximum com-

bined credit earned through correspondence courses, independ-

ent study, and independent service to be applied toward gradua-

tion is two credits.  The following guidelines have been estab-

lished for the approval of independent service: 

ǐ Daily attendance and completion of tasks is required. 

ǐ The application should have the approval of teacher/supervisor, 
parent, lead teacher, counselor and assistant principal. 

ǐ Independent service can only be taken on a semester basis. 

ǐ At the end of the semester the student must be enrolled in courses 
that carry a total of at least 3 credits to receive independent ser-

vice credit. 

ǐ The maximum service credit per semester is limited to ı credit. 

ǐ Grading will be on a pass/no credit basis. 

ǐ The form must be submitted by the fifteenth day of the semester. 
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INDEPENDENT STUDY 
 

The purpose of the independent study program is enrichment in an 

instructional area where a student has taken all of the available 

course work.  The rigor of an independent study must be equal to 

or exceed other curricular offerings in the subject area.  In addi-

tion, the assessment(s) must illustrate student learning equal to or 

above the standards set for the instructional area.  Students who 

participate in the independent study program should be able to 

work independently and be able to dedicate the time necessary to 

fulfill the criteria.  The maximum combined credit earned through 

correspondence courses, independent study, and independent 

service to be applied toward graduation is two credits.  The 

following guidelines have been established for the offering of 

independent study: 

ǐ Independent study is restricted and may not be used as a    

 substitute for existing or required courses in the curriculum. 

ǐ A course required for graduation may not be taken. 

ǐ The application should have the approval of teacher,  

 parent, lead teacher, counselor and assistant principal. 

ǐ The student and teacher will meet on a daily basis. 

ǐ Independent study can only be taken on a semester basis. 

ǐ At the end of the semester the student must be enrolled in 
courses that carry a total of at least 3 credits to receive inde-

pendent study credit. 

ǐ The maximum independent study credit per semester is limited 
to ı credit. 

ǐ Grading will be on a pass/fail basis. 
ǐ Independent study forms must be submitted by the fifteenth day 
of the semester. 

 

SUMMER SCHOOL 
 

Community Unit School District 303 offers a fee-based summer 

school program.  The summer school session typically begins the 

week following the end of the school year.  Grades will be posted 

to the transcript at the end of summer school, however, points 

earned for GPA will not be reflected until the end of first semester. 

District 303 does not provide transportation for summer school 

students. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE COURSES 
 

The administration may allow one credit (two semester courses) 

from an accredited correspondence school, recognized internet 

courses, distance learning or other emerging technologies, to apply 

toward high school graduation requirements.  In special cases, the 

Principal may allow up to two credits earned to be applied toward 

graduation. Coursework submitted for approval must be accredited 

through the North Central Association of Schools and Colleges or 

the Illinois State Board of Education or another stateôs board of 

education. The maximum combined credit earned through corre-

spondence courses, independent study, and independent ser-

vice to be applied toward graduation is two credits.   Corre-

spondence courses may not be substituted for required courses or 

for any course currently offered at the school. Prior to taking the 

course, students must receive correspondence course approval 

by the completion of the Alternative Scheduling Form availa-

ble in the counseling office.  Students will be responsible for 

tuition. 

 

 

HOMEBOUND INSTRUCTION 
 

Homebound services are provided when, in the opinion of a li-

censed medical physician, the student will be absent from school 

and confined to a hospital or home for an extended period of time. 

Participation in a homebound program is established through Dis-

trict 303ôs  Department of Instructional Intervention.  Included in 

this process is contact with the Office of Instructional Intervention, 

a medical certification from the treating doctor, assignment of a 

tutor and/or contact with the cooperating hospital program, and an 

ongoing working relationship with the high school counselor.  

Upon completion of the homebound period, the treating physician 

must provide written clearance before the student may return to 

school.  Some specialized course work, such as laboratory classes, 

performance classes, foreign language classes, and advanced 

course work may not be duplicated in the homebound setting.  The 

student may be withdrawn without penalty from that course work 

and may make up the course at a more appropriate time. Please 

contact the District Director of Interventions for complete details.   

 

OFF-CAMPUS OFFERINGS 
 

Students have the opportunity to participate in courses that are not 

taught on the high school campus.  Fox Valley Career Center 

(FVCC) offers courses that provide skills for those directly enter-

ing an occupational area. Students enrolled in off-campus FVCC 

programs will follow the attendance calendar for Kaneland High 

School.  St. Charles High Schools will provide transportation to 

and from the career center for most, but not all, courses.   

 

St. Charles High School students may attend Elgin Community 

College (ECC) for enrichment and/or to participate in the Educa-

tion-to-Career program.  See your counselor for the necessary 

details and registration forms. 

 

The Internship Program is a partnership with the business, indus-

trial and service communities of District 303. The program pro-

vides students with a chance for hands-on career exploration. 

 

ELGIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE ARTICULATION 
 

There are several courses or combinations of courses that when 

taken, will enable students to earn articulated credit at Elgin Com-

munity College. This information is listed in the ñOther Infoò sec-

tions below each course title. In order to receive ECC credit, stu-

dents must take the course or courses listed, earn an A or B in the 

course(s), graduate from high school, matriculate (attend) Elgin 

Community College and apply for the credit within 27 months. 

The number of semesters of college credit and the course identifi-

cation code is listed in the ñOther Infoò section as well.  See Ap-

pendix A on page 80 for articulated credit information. 

 

 
To participate in athletic competition at a Division I or II school, 

students must meet NCAA initial eligibility requirements. Please 

see the website at www.NCAAclearinghouse.net for details about 

eligibility requirements and a complete list of approved core 

courses.  You may also see your counselor for NCAA information. 

http://www.ncaaclearinghouse.net/
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The goals of education are accomplished by the pursuit of 

knowledge and understanding rather than the pursuit of grades.   

 

The high school uses the letter grading system to represent the dif-

ferent levels of achievement recognized in each course: 

 

SEMESTER GRADES 
 

Report cards are sent home at the conclusion of each semester. 

Semester grades are the official grades that appear on a stu-

dentôs transcript. 
 

At the beginning of a course each teacher will explain course ex-

pectations and the factors to be used in determining grades. 

 

The semester grade represents an assessment of student perfor-

mance for one semester.  Semester grades are based upon numer-

ous assessments involving one or more of the following: 

ǐ Formal written examination 

ǐ Creative products (written, constructed, or performed) 

ǐ Oral examinations 

ǐ Other forms of evaluation that give appropriate evidence of 
course mastery. 

 

A final assessment will not contribute more than twenty (20) per-

cent to the semester grade. 

 

PASS/FAIL 
 

A student may elect to take one course per semester on a pass/fail 

basis. Students must complete a pass/fail form available in the 

counseling office and submit it by the tenth day of each semester.  

The student may choose this option if a letter grade is received in 3 

credits per semester in addition to the pass/fail course.  Required 

courses may not be taken pass/fail.  Pass/fail credit will count 

toward graduation, but will not be used in computing grade point 

average if a P grade is earned.  If an F grade is received, it will be 

used in calculating grade point average.  Courses that are offered 

as pass/fail only will not count against the one pass/fail elective. 

 

INCOMPLETES 
 

Incomplete grades will be used only in extreme situations. A stu-

dent who because of illness or for other documented reasons has 

not completed the required work may receive a grade of incom-

plete from a teacher.  Students who have incompletes recorded on 

their report cards will have up to three weeks following the end of 

the grading period to complete their assignments.  An incomplete 

not made up by the end of the three-week period will be recorded 

as a failure for the course. 

 

AUDIT (NO CREDIT) 
 

A student may audit a course if there is space available after the 

course has begun. The student is required to participate in the 

course fully and maintain acceptable attendance.   

 

Permission of the parent, teacher, lead teacher, and counselor is 

necessary for audit enrollment. 

    

COURSE RETAKES 
 

Students may retake a course one time. The original grade will 

remain on the transcript; however, the GPA. will be determined by 

using the points from the higher of the two grades.  The grade of 

ñFò remains on the transcript. Duplicate credit will not be issued.  

Students must complete a Course Retake Form available in the 

counseling office before enrolling in the course. 

A:    This grade indicates clear and convincing evidence of 
        deep knowledge and detailed understanding of the 
        concepts and skills learned in the course. 
  

B:    This grade indicates evidence of substantial knowledge 
        and consistent understanding of the concepts and skills 
        learned in the course. 
  

C:    This grade indicates evidence of basic knowledge and 
        understanding of the concepts and skills learned in the 
        course. 
  

D:    This grade indicates evidence of limited knowledge and 
        understanding of the concepts and skills learned in the 
        course. 
  

F:    This grade indicates that the student has not met 
        minimum requirements and will receive no credit. 
        Evidence of knowledge is incomplete or has so many 
        misconceptions the student cannot be said to understand 
        the concepts learned in the course. 
  

E:    This grade will be applied only when warranted by 
        extenuating circumstances and must be approved by the 
        Assistant Principal for Instructional Programs.  This 
        mark indicates that the student has made significant effort 
        toward completing course goals, but has not met the 
        minimum requirements of the course.  The student will 
        receive credit for the course. 
  

P:    This grade indicates that a student who has elected to 
        take a course pass/fail has met requirements for the 
        course and will receive credit. 
 

W:    Withdraw, no penalty. 
  
I:      This grade indicates incomplete work and no credit. 
         Incomplete grades are changed to F if the student does 
         not complete the work in three weeks. 
 

T:     Audit 
 

WF:  A student will receive no credit for the course.  This 
        grade indicates the student has been withdrawn from the 
        course after three weeks. The grade of failure will be 
        used to calculate the studentôs grade point average. 
  
NC:  A student in independent service who is unable to fulfill 
        the service obligation will receive no credit. 
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GRADE WEIGHTING 

 
All courses will receive the same weighting except for courses des-

ignated honors or Advanced Placement. 

 

In order for a course to receive ñextra weighting,ò the course in-

cludes at least five of the seven characteristics listed below. 

ǐ The course includes college level content or syllabus.  

ǐ The quantity of learning activities, projects and assignments in 
the course is significantly more than in other courses.  

ǐ The ideas and concepts studied in the course are significantly 
more complex than in other courses.  

ǐ The pace is accelerated in comparison to standard courses.   

ǐ The course includes assessments in the areas of analysis, synthe-
sis, and evaluation.   

ǐ The time required outside of regular class period is significantly 
more than in other classes.   

ǐ The course completes the sequence of classes/programs. 

 

 

GPA   
 

GPA is calculated at the end of each semester. 

 

 

 Pathways to  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Excellence 
 

 

 
St. Charles High Schools are committed to keeping open every door 

possible for our students after graduation.  More importantly, we are 

working to ensure that students and parents feel confident our gradu-

ates can step through those doors and perform successfully. 

 

Many resources for academic support for students are available.  

Some of these resources include the following: Literacy Block, ex-

tended math classes, Applied Studies, the Math Resource Room, the 

Writing Center, and a wide variety of tutorials. Opportunities for 

students to move among academic pathways are available. 

                                     

Most District 303 students will go on to a post-

secondary college experience after high school.  

A significant number of students would like to 

apply and do well at highly competitive colleg-

es.  Our students who choose to go into the 

workforce, technical certification, or military 

careers also wish to pursue the higher levels of 

training and opportunities those avenues offer 

them. 

 

Therefore, we encourage and offer supports to 

students to take advantage of the most challeng-

ing curriculum at which they can succeed.   

Please look carefully at what Standard, Honors, 

and Advanced Placement Pathways offer in 

each curricular area and choose courses that 

prepare you to take advantage of  post-

secondary opportunities. 

 
Please see page 6 for information on changing levels. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
There is only one thing worse than being ready and  

not having opportunity knock at your dooré 

éhaving opportunity knock and not being ready. 
 

  
 

    Honors/AP 

Grades Grade Weighting Grade Weighting 

A 5.0 6.0 

B 4.0 5.0 

C 3.0 4.0 

D 2.0 2.0 

F 0.0 0.0 

Standard Honors Advanced 

Placement 
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St. Charles High Schools actively work to ensure every student 

receives curriculum that provides high quality assignments and 

assessments over the significant concepts within each content area. 

 

Our teachers collaborate to refine lessons and increase supports so 

that students in standard classes find higher-level learning experi-

ences to be engaging and achievable. Teachers work to identify key 

standards within each course and create common assessments that 

identify when students still need assistance. 

 

We assure students and families that quality teaching and learning 

are at the foundation of all we do. Critical thinking, reading, and 

writing are fundamental to every Standard Pathway course. Stand-

ard courses are designed to ensure all students meet Illinois Learn-

ing Standards.   
 

 
 

 

 

 

The Honors Pathway challenges 

students to extend their learning into 

content concepts that require more 

independent investigation and autono-

mous learning inside and outside of the 

classroom. As a result, students earning a grade of C or better re-

ceive an additional 1.0 point when determining grade point average. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Advanced Placement Pathway can 

open doors to competitive colleges 

and universities and to honors pro-

grams at other universities. More 

importantly, completing a successful 

AP experience can better prepare stu-

dents for college success. St. Charles High Schools offer a wide 

variety of Advanced Placement courses. 

 
College admissions offices recognize that an honors curriculum and 

district-written assessments for honors courses may vary from state 

to state, and even from district to district. Because the AP curricu-

lum and accompanying exam represent a nationally standardized 

program, many admissions offices, particularly at competitive col-

leges, show preference for students who have successfully complet-

ed an Advanced Placement curriculum. 

Advanced Placement Continued 
 

While there are many advantages of having Advanced Placement 

courses on a studentôs transcript, students are cautioned about enrol-

ling in too many AP courses within any semester: 

ǐ Time demands from juggling multiple AP courses should be 

considered carefully. 

ǐ A well-balanced transcript that includes high-level electives 

which enrich a studentôs experience are also important in the 

college admissions process. 

 

AP students can expect to devote considerable time on their own 

outside of class in preparation for Advanced Placement assignments 

and assessments. This may include required summer assignments. 

 

Advanced Placement courses offer high school students an oppor-

tunity to study college-level material while still enrolled in high 

school.  All students who enroll in Advanced Placement courses 

are required to take the Advanced Placement exam in May.  By 

participating in the Advanced Placement examination program, 

students may receive advanced placement, credit, or both for a spe-

cific college or university.  Check with specific colleges or universi-

ties to see if Advanced Placement credit is accepted. 
 

Advanced Placement Exams Benefit Students 
 
District 303 requires students to take the Advanced Placement Ex-

am because of the inherent benefits: 

ǐ Students challenge themselves at the highest academic level. 

ǐ Students position themselves to be competitively marketable 

when applying to their first choice universities or colleges. 

ǐ Depending on the university policy, a score of 3, 4, or 5 may 

be awarded college credit. Some students and families elect to 

apply this credit, allowing them to save money and/or to move 

into more advanced levels as a freshman in college. 

 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT COURSES 
 

The following Advanced Placement courses are offered at St. 

Charles High Schools: 

 
      AP Biology           AP Calculus AB 

      AP Calculus BC          AP Chemistry    

      AP Computer Science                AP European History                  

      AP Macroeconomics          AP Microeconomics 

      AP French Language          AP Environmental Science 

      AP German Language          AP Latin 

      AP Spanish Language          AP Spanish Literature 

      AP US Government          AP US History          

      AP Statistics           AP Physics 1 

      AP Human Geography          AP Physics 2 

      AP Music Theory          AP Psychology                    

            AP English Language and Composition 

            AP English Literature and Composition 

            AP Studio Artð2D Drawing, 3D Design 

            AP Studio ArtðPhoto, Graphic Design 

            AP Art History  
 

Standard 

 

Honors 

Advanced 

Placement 
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Typical Academic Plans for College-Ready Students 

9th Grade Plan 

 

 

 

 

  

English 9 English 9 Honors 

Elective: 

AP Human Geography 

Algebra I  Geometry Honors 

Biology  Biology Honors or ICB I Honors 

Global Issues Global Issues Honors 

Elective (i.e., Foreign Language) Elective (i.e., Foreign Language)  

Elective  Elective 

PE I and Health /Driver Education 

Lunch/Study  

10th Grade Plan 

English 10 English 10 Honors 

Electives: 

AP Computer Science 

AP European History 

Geometry  Algebra II Honors 

Chemistry  Chemistry Honors or ICB II Honors 

Elective (i.e., European History) Elective (i.e., AP European History) 

Elective (i.e., Foreign Language) Elective (i.e., Foreign Language)  

Elective Elective  

PE II, Driver Education/Health 

Lunch/Study  

11th Grade Plan 

English 11 or American Studies English 11 Honors  

AP Course Offerings are available in 

English, Math, Social Studies, Science, 

Foreign Language, Psychology, Music, 

and Art. Please refer to the complete 

listing of AP courses offered on  

page 10 of this resource. 

Algebra II  Pre-Calculus Honors 

U.S. History or American Studies U.S. History Honors 

Elective (i.e., Physics) Elective (i.e., AP Physics 1) 

Elective  Elective 

Elective  Elective 

2 semesters Physical Education (PE III, PE IV, PE V, or PE Leaders I ) 

Lunch/Study  

12th Grade Requirements 

English                         1.0 Credit        

Government                 0.5 Credit 

Economics                   0.5 Credit 

Physical Education      1.0 Credit 

 

Senior students have wonderful opportunities to extend their learning on and off campus through multiple experiences. 

Learn more about offerings for seniors in each content area and in the off campus offering section of this resource. 

For all four grade levels, it is important for students to work closely with their parents/guardians, 

counselors, and teachers so that each student is taking advantage of all possible options provided 

within the course offering book. 




